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Lócsi Levente



P. J. Rhodes

Fellow of the British Academy, Honorary Professor of Ancient History at the 
University of Durham

Ladies and Gentlemen,

it gives me great pleasure to bring greetings to the centenary celebrations of the 
Eötvös Collegium from the British Academy. For many years there has been a bi-
lateral agreement between the British Academy and the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, and one project recently pursued under the auspices of that agreement 
has been work on those pages of the Archimedes Palimpsest which contain texts 
other than those by Archimedes.

The palimpsest after an adventurous history was bought by an anonymous 
American in 1998, and he deposited it in the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore 
for conservation, imaging by means of the latest technology and further study. 
Dr. William Noel at the Walters took charge of this, and the reading and eluci-
dation of the texts has been conducted by an international group of scholars 
in which Prof. Horváth and his Hungarian colleagues have played a major part. 
Meetings of the group have been held at the British Academy in 2006, at the 
Eötvös Collegium with support from bodies including the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences in 2007 and at the Institute of Classical Studies in London in 2009; 
fragments of the Athenian orator Hyperides have now been published,1 and work 
on an ancient commentary on Aristotle is proceeding. This has been exciting 
and important work, deciphering texts which until very recently could not have 
been deciphered, adding significantly to our store of ancient Greek texts which 
have been preserved over the centuries, and harnessing the skills of scholars in 
a number of countries including Hungary. It is therefore particularly appropriate 
that the British Academy should be among the bodies to send its congratulations 
and greetings to the Eötvös Collegium, and as one of those who have worked 
on the fragments of Hyperides and have discussed problems with Prof. Horváth 
I am very pleased to have been invited to bring those greetings. I have a formal 
salutation from the British Academy which I shall read to you and hand over to 
the Collegium for its archives.

1	  Carey, C. et al.: Fragments of Hyperides’ Against Diondas from the Archimedes Palimpsest. ZPE 
165 (2008) 1–19, with Horváth, L.: Hyperides’ Against Diondas (Addenda). ZPE 166 (2008) 35–36.



Herwig Maehler

Fellow of the British Academy, Emeritus Professor of Papyrology, 
University College London

The British Academy defines its fundamental purpose in these words: “to inspire, 
recognise and support excellence and high achievement in the humanities and 
social sciences . . . and to champion their role and value”. Although the Eötvös 
József Collegium is not an Academy and has a different function, I am sure this 
definition must seem very familiar to its staff and students. The Collegium was 
founded on the model of the École Normale Supérieure in Paris in order to offer a 
liberal, open-minded and high-quality form of higher education to a hand-picked 
bunch of students, selected through a rigorous admissions procedure known as 
“head-knocking”. This entrance exam was abolished in 1950 by the communist 
government which was, like all communist regimes, ferociously hostile to every 
form of intellectual elite, but “head-knocking” was later reinstated and is still 
being practised today. Since 1991 the Collegium has been training its students 
again in the liberal and enlightened spirit of its founders, and with excellent 
results. I have met quite a number of the Collegium’s students over the years, 
both in London and here, and I have been positively impressed by nearly every 
one of them. They evidently are an academic elite, and this is very reassuring 
when there is so much gloom in all debates about education in almost all parts 
of Europe. Every society needs an intellectual elite to uphold quality standards 
in public life, especially at a time when standards in education are in danger of 
being levelled downwards in the name of “equality for all”. So, best wishes to 
the Collegium, its students, staff and director: may it continue to prosper for the 
next 100 years!
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The President and Foreign Secretary 

of the British Academy 
send their cordial greetings to  

 

The Eötvös Collegium 
 

on the occasion of its 
 

Centenary Celebrations 
 

and desire to put on record their high regard  
for its successful endeavours in the promotion of  

humane studies of mutual concern,  
and in particular draw attention to recent collaborative work on the 

Hyperides pages of the Archimedes palimpsest  
with Professor László Horváth 

 
 

  
Sir Adam Roberts 

President 
Professor Duncan Gallie 

Foreign Secretary 
 
 

Done at London this 15 October 2010 
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